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Today’s presentation

Directive (EU) 2019/883 on port reception facilities for the 
delivery of waste from ships:

✓ Key elements
Scope, definitions, provision/adequacy of PRF, waste 
reception and handling plan, advance notification, delivery 
of waste from ships, cost recovery system, exemptions, 
enforcement

✓ Examples of implementation in practice



PRF Directive (EU) 2019/883
Amending Directive 2010/65/EU on reporting formalities for ships arriving in 
and/or departing from ports of the Member States

Repealing Directive 2000/59/EC on port reception facilities for ship-generated 
waste and cargo residues

Subject matter (Art. 1):

“To protect the marine environment against the negative effects from 
discharges of waste from ships using ports located in EU,

while ensuring the smooth operation of maritime traffic,

by improving the availability and use of adequate PRF and the delivery of waste 
to those facilities”



“waste from ships”: all waste, incl. cargo residues, which is generated during the service 
of a ship or during loading/unloading and cleaning operations, and which falls within 
the scope of MARPOL Annex I, II, IV, V and VI, as well as passively fished waste

“cargo residues”: means the remnants of any cargo material on board which remain on 
the deck or in holds or tanks following loading and unloading, including loading and 
unloading excess or spillage, whether in wet or dry condition or entrained in wash-
water, excluding cargo dust remaining on the deck after sweeping or dust of the 
external surfaces of the ship

“port”: place or geographical area made up of such improvement works and equipment 
designed principally to permit the reception of ships, incl. the anchorage area within the 
jurisdiction of the port

“recreational craft”: means a ship of any type, with a hull length of 2,5 metres or more, 
regardless of the means of propulsion, intended for sports or leisure purposes, and not 
engaged in trade

Art. 2 - Definitions



New definitions:

“passively fished waste”: means waste collected in nets during fishing operations

“sufficient storage capacity” means enough capacity to store the waste on board 
from the moment of departure until the next port of call, including the waste 
that is likely to be generated during the voyage

“GISIS” means the Global Integrated Shipping Information System set up by the 
IMO

“treatment” means recovery or disposal operations, including preparation prior 
to recovery or disposal

“indirect fee” means a fee paid for the provision of port reception facility 
services, irrespective of the actual delivery of waste from ships

Art. 2 - Definitions



New definitions:

“scheduled traffic” means traffic based on a published or planned list of times of 
departures and arrivals between identified ports or recurrent crossings that 
constitute a recognized schedule

“regular port calls” means repeated voyages of the same ship forming a constant 
pattern between identified ports or a series of voyages from and to the same 
port without intermediate calls

“frequent port calls” means visits by a ship to the same port taking place at least 
once a fortnight

Art. 2 - Definitions



The Directive applies to:

all ships, irrespective of their flag, calling at or operating within an EU port; and

all EU ports normally visited by these ships

The Directive does not apply to:

Any warship, naval auxiliary or other ship owned or operated by a State (on a 
government non-commercial basis)

Ships engaged in port services according to Art. 1(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/352

bunkering, cargo-handling, passenger services, collection of ship-generated waste 
and cargo residues, pilotage, mooring and towage

Art. 3 - Scope



Member States shall ensure availability of PRF adequate to meet the needs of 
the ships normally using the port without causing undue delay

“adequacy” = PRF have capacity to receive types and quantities of waste from 
ships normally using that port, taking into account:

operational needs of port users

size and geographical location of that port

type of ships calling at that port

exemptions (Art. 9)

formalities and practical arrangements for use of PRF are simple and 
expeditious

Art. 4 - Provision and adequacy of PRF



fees charged for delivery do not create disincentive for ships to use PRF

ensure separate collection to facilitate reuse and recycling
PRF may collect separate waste fractions according to MARPOL categories

in EU ports: requirements on catering waste (Regulation EC 1069/2009)

EU flag States shall use IMO forms and procedures to notify IMO and port State 
authorities of alleged inadequacies of PRF

port authorities shall ensure that waste delivery or reception operations are 
carried out with sufficient safety measures

any party involved in the delivery or reception of waste from ships can claim 
compensation for damage caused by undue delay

Art. 4 - Provision and adequacy of PRF



Who is to ensure availability and adequacy?
certain degree of flexibility
in general: local body responsible for operating the port

o port authority, municipality, yacht club, fishing cooperative, etc.

PRF operators: 

o mostly private waste contractors: public tender/procurement, or open market

o can also be municipalities (e.g. for garbage, sewage)

Focus is on (separate) collection
not so much on treatment/disposal (however: PRF are to allow for the 
management of waste in an environmentally sound manner)
in Belgian seaports: legal requirement that if waste is delivered separately by ship, 
PRF is required to collect it separately

Provision of adequate PRF in practice:



Provision and adequacy of PRF

MAC² Antwerp (Belgium)



Port of Antwerp (Belgium)

Port of Göteborg (Sweden)



Port of Georgetown 
(Cayman Islands)

Port of Hamilton (Bermuda)



Port of Bari (Italy)

Port of Ostend (Belgium)



Port of Marina di Ragusa (Italy)

Port of Maceió (Brazil)



Bek & Verburg, Rotterdam (the Netherlands)



MTD Antwerp (Belgium)

MAC² Antwerp (Belgium)



Kayak Maritime Services, Antwerp (Belgium)





Port of Favignana (Italy)

Port of Tromsø (Norway)

PRF in fishing ports



PRF in fishing ports



should be in place/implemented in each port
all types of ports: commercial/fishing/recreational

contains all necessary information related to the delivery of ship’s waste: 
overview of PRFs, contact lists, location and opening hours of PRF, list of waste 
normally managed, services offered, procedures for waste delivery, description 
of fee system, assessment of need for PRF, etc.

requirements regarding the content of WRHP: in Annex 1

some information of the plan: to be clearly communicated to ship operators, to 
be made publicly available and easily accessible, and made available in SSN

stakeholder consultations:
during drafting and implementation process

Art. 5 - Waste reception and handling plans



can be developed jointly by neighbouring ports

validity: max. 5 years

MS are to evaluate/approve the plan ➔ possibility of validation of existing plan

for each port

possible exemption for small non-commercial ports (low traffic from 
recreational craft) where waste handling is integrated in municipal waste 
management system (to be confirmed by MS in SafeSeaNet)

Art. 5 – Waste reception and handling plans



developed by local body responsible for operating the port (port authority, 
municipality, yacht club, fishing cooperative, etc.) 

in close consultation with government body responsible for waste management

use of model WRHP per port type (merchant port, fishing port, marina, inland 
waterways)

tariffs: in annex to the WRHP

specific stakeholder fora (for each type of port)

updates in case of significant changes in the port

WRHP and tariffs: available on ports’ websites

Our experience: WRHPs are key success factor for improving adequacy of PRF!

Waste reception and handling plans in Belgium:



for all ships within scope of Directive 2002/59/EC:
ships over 300 GT

not:
• warships etc.

• fishing vessels, traditional ships and recreational craft < 45 meters

• bunker vessels < 5000 tons, ships’ stores and equipment

standard format (Annex 2): aligned with IMO format

at least 24 hours prior to arrival

information to be uploaded electronically into SafeSeaNet

Art. 6 – Advance waste notification



Electronically reported by ship agent

Directly into port’s information system

Updates of the AWN: until ATA

Uploading of data into SafeSeaNet: by port authority

Advance waste notification in Belgium



ship shall, before leaving the port, deliver all its waste to a PRF in accordance 
with the relevant MARPOL discharge norms

upon delivery: PRF or port authority issues waste delivery receipt (Annex 3) and 
provides this, without undue delay, to ship’s master

exemption: small ports with unmanned facilities (to be confirmed by MS in 
SafeSeaNet)

for ships within scope of Directive 2002/59/EC: information on waste delivery 
receipt is to be uploaded in SafeSeaNet by operator, agent or master of ship

Art. 7 – Delivery of waste from ships



a ship may proceed to the next port without waste delivery if it has “sufficient 
dedicated storage capacity” for all waste that has been accumulated and will be 
accumulated

calculation method: COM implementing regulation 2022/89

a ship shall be required to deliver all its waste before departure, if:

no information on availability of adequate PRF in next port of call

next port of call is unknown

Art. 7 – Delivery of waste from ships



Art. 7 – Delivery of waste from ships



PRF issues 2 “types” of WDR:

o paper version to ship immediately after waste collection

o electronic version to port authority & ship agent (contains “correct” data, after 
sorting)

Terminals with unmanned PRF used by multiple ships: estimates

Exemption in SafeSeaNet for use of WDR: applied to all recreational ports/marinas

Port authority: uses data for

o statistics (e.g. for assessment of adequacy)

o managing cost recovery system: payments of PRF (garbage) and financial 
compensation (bilges/sludge)

Port information system: data of AWN and WDR are cross-checked automatically

o when there is significant difference: investigation

Delivery of waste from ships in Belgium



costs for operating PRF, incl. reception and treatment, are to be covered 
through a fee from ships (cost elements: listed in Annex 4)

all ships shall pay an indirect fee, irrespective of delivery of waste to a PRF:
for “normal” ship’s waste (not for cargo residues or scrubber waste ➔ direct 
charges)

indirect fee shall cover:
• indirect administrative costs
• significant part of the direct operational costs, which shall represent at least 

30% of the total direct costs for actual delivery of the waste during the 
previous year

• ship’s garbage: 100% indirect fee (no additional charges based on volumes 
delivered)

passively fished waste: alternative financing systems
MS may provide financial incentives for delivery of high-viscosity persistent 
floaters

Art. 8 – Cost recovery system



fees may be differentiated based on: 
• type of ship
• provision of services outside normal operating hours
• hazardous waste

fees shall be reduced: 
• type of trade (short sea shipping)
• “green ships” (reduced quantities of waste, and managed in sustainable and 

environmentally sound manner)
• criteria: defined by COM Implementing regulation 2022/91

Passively Fished Waste: to be monitored (volume and quantity)
reporting to COM: rules provided in COM Implementing regulation 2022/92

amount of fees + basis on which they have been calculated: to be made 
available to port users in WRHP

Art. 8 – Cost recovery system



Reduced indirect fee for “green ships”: criteria defined in COM Implementing 
regulation 2022/91

Two mandatory criteria:

Art. 8 – Reduced fee for “green ships”

Criteria Possible means of verification

On-board segregation in accordance with 
Resolution MEPC.295(71) and ensured 
delivery to adequate port reception facilities 
that comply with Article 4(2)(d) of Directive 
(EU) 2019/883

Green Award, ISO 21070, Blue Angel, Green 
Marine, Waste Delivery Receipt, Vessel 
Specific Garbage Management Plan approved 
by vessel’s classification society, ISO 14001 
Environmental Management System

Environmentally sustainable purchasing 
policies (reduction of packaging materials 
such as bulk packaging and avoiding single 
use plastic)

Green Award, ISO 21070, Blue Angel, Green 
Marine, Vessel Specific Garbage Management 
Plan approved by vessel’s classification 
society, ISO 14001 Environmental 
Management System



Optional criteria:

Art. 8 – Reduced fee for “green ships”

Criteria Possible means of verification

Use of alternative fuels and other energy sources 
during voyage to port of call or at berth (e.g. shore 
side electricity, wind, solar)

Green Award, bunker delivery notes, oil record 
book, class or statutory certification, Ship Energy 
Efficiency Management Plan (SEEMP)

Use of a White Box System < 5ppm (to control and 
monitor the bilge water discharge from the vessel)

Class certificate, type approval documentation

Oily water separator (OWS) < 5 ppm Class certificate, type approval documentation, 
Green Award, Clean Shipping Index (CSI), Green 
Marine, Blue Angel

OWS < 5 ppm + alarm system and automatic stop 
for ships < 10 000 GT

Class certificate, type approval documentation, 
Green Award, CSI, Green Marine, Blue Angel

Ship does not use oil filtering equipment for 
discharges, but segregates all bilge water and 
sludge and subsequently discharges them to port 
reception facilities

Oil record book, waste receipts



Optional criteria:

Art. 8 – reduced fee for “green ships”

Criteria Possible means of verification

Sewage treatment system in compliance with IMO 
Resolution MEPC.227(64) for all vessels, except for 
passenger ships when operating in Special Areas 
covered by Annex IV to MARPOL

EU declaration of conformity in accordance with 
Directive 2014/90/EU of the European Parliament 
and of the Council or class certificate. In addition, 
regular in use verification by independent verifier

Ship does not discharge any sewage into the sea 
and delivers all of its untreated and/or treated 
sewage and/or sewage sludge to port reception 
facilities

Waste receipts

On-board reuse and recycling ISO 21070, Green Marine, ISO 14001 Environmental 
Management System



Fixed part: 200 euro (ships < 3000 GT) or 270 euro (ships > 3000 GT)

Variable part: 0,023 euro/GT

Maximum waste fee: 1250 euro

ISO 14001: 10% reduction (= 5% for each of the mandatory criteria 
for “green” ships)

Port of Antwerp:

Indirect waste fee:

In case of waste delivery:

Cost recovery system - example

MARPOL Annex I
(bilges/sludge)

Cost to be paid directly to PRF
Reimbursement of 25 euro/m³ by port authority 
to PRF (total amount to be mentioned on invoice)

MARPOL Annex V
(garbage)

No additional charges (except when volume 
exceeds dedicated storage capacity)

MARPOL Annex II, IV and VI Direct charge to PRF



Port of Göteborg:

Indirect waste fee: differentiated per type of vessel

In case of waste delivery:

Cost recovery system - example

Container vessels arriving from European ports 0,12 SEK/GT (0,011 euro/GT)

Container vessels arriving from non-European ports 0,24 SEK/GT (0,022 euro/GT)

Discount with certificates (COM IR 2022/91) -0,05 SEK/GT (0,0045 euro/GT)

Sludge/bilges Delivery up to 11 m³ 0,16 SEK/GT (0,014 euro/GT)

Delivery exceeding 11 m³ 2200 SEK/m³ (199 euro/m³)

Garbage No charge

Scrubber waste Actual cost + administration fee of 750 SEK (68 euro)



from advance notification, mandatory delivery and/or payment of waste fee

combinations are possible

when:

ship is engaged in scheduled traffic with frequent/regular port calls

there is arrangement to ensure delivery waste and payment of fee in port 
along ship’s route
• evidenced by signed contract

• has been notified to all ports along ship’s route

• has been accepted by port where waste delivery and payment takes place

when exemption is granted: exemption certificate (Annex 5)

certificate to be uploaded in SafeSeaNet

Art. 9 - Exemptions



Web-based tool managed by Flemish Waste Agency (OVAM):

electronic exchange of information

agent uploads all relevant information (ship’s particulars/route & waste delivery 
arrangement)

frequent/regular port calls: port authority is to approve

arrangement for waste delivery: to be approved by waste agency

notification to ports on ship’s route: to be confirmed by agent

exemptions:
can be revoked based on changes in ship’s route (frequent port calls)
are automatically forwarded to SafeSeaNet

system also used as exemptions database

Exemptions in Belgium



Inspections (Art. 10 and 11):

Member States shall ensure that any ship may be subject to inspections, 
including random ones

inspections: corresponding to at least 15% of the total number of individual 
ships calling in its ports annually

selection of ships based on risk-based targeting mechanism (EU harmonised 
approach)

COM Implementing Regulation 2022/90

Inspections in Belgium: 
dedicated team of federal ship inspectors (not PSCOs)
focus on waste from ships + S-content in fuel

Inspections and enforcement



Inspections and enforcement



Reporting and exchange of information (Art. 13):

into SafeSeaNet

information to be reported electronically:
ATA and ATD of ships falling within scope of Directive 2002/59/EC
advance waste notification
waste delivery receipt
information of exemption certificate
information regarding PRF

Recording of inspections (Art. 14):

into THETIS-EU

Reporting



Contact details:

Peter Van den dries Flemish Waste Agency (OVAM)

T +32 15 284 292 Stationsstraat 110

peter.van.den.dries@ovam.be 2800 Mechelen (Belgium)

mailto:peter.van.den.dries@ovam.be
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